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VALDE GARCIA
President,  
NDIA Michigan Chapter

Valde Garcia serves as the Congressional & Industry 
Liaison for the Army’s Program Executive Office for Combat 
Support & Combat Service Support. Prior to his current 
duties, Valde was the Business Development Manager for 
KBR (formerly Wyle).  

He served in the Michigan legislature as a State 
Representative for just over two years and then for nearly 
ten years as a State Senator. He is the first Hispanic 
elected to the State House (shared with one other that 
year) as well as the first Hispanic elected to the State 
Senate. As a Senator, he sponsored the legislation which 
created the Michigan Defense Center, now known as the 
Office of Defense and Aerospace Innovation. President 

George W. Bush appointed him to the President’s Commission for White House Fellows.  
In 2010 he retired from the Senate due to term limits. 

Valde also served for 30 years in the United States Army, Army Reserves, and the 
Michigan National Guard. He retired in 2012 as a Colonel and as the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Intelligence and Security for the Michigan Army National Guard.

He currently serves as the President of the National Defense Industrial Association – 
Michigan (NDIA-MICH) and the Michigan Military and Veterans Hall of Honor.

He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and History from Cedarville 
University and a Master of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. 

Veronica Baginski
Cyber and Digital Systems Manager,  
The National Advanced Mobility Consortium (NAMC)

With an insatiable drive for innovation and a passion for 
driving businesses forward, Veronica has established 

herself as a dynamic leader in the defense industrial base, 

cybersecurity, and entrepreneurship. Drawing from over 

a decade of diverse experience across various industries, 

Veronica has become a sought-after expert in navigating 

the complexities of CMMC, small business, and doing 

business with the DoD.

Veronica graduated from Michigan State University in 

2013 with a bachelor’s degree in marketing and a sales 

communication specialization. She has held sales and 

leadership positions across multiple industries including 

grocery, automotive, small business, defense, and cybersecurity.

In October 2023, Veronica started with the National Advanced Mobility Consortium (NAMC) 

as the Membership Manager where she leveraged her expertise in small business and 

fostering collaborative partnerships with DoD experts and entities. Currently, she serves 

as the Cyber and Digital Systems Manager at NAMC to deliver cyber compliance and 

internal digital, software, and program efficiencies. She is a recipient of 40 Under 40 for 

Macomb County Chamber’s Inaugural 2024 Class and graduated from Dale Carnegie in 

April 2024.
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DOUG “ODIE” SLOCUM
Founder and CEO The Slocum Group LLC 
Retired U.S. Air Force Brigadier General
 Retiring as a Brigadier General in 2019, Doug “Odie” Slocum has 35 years’ experience 
with the Air Force and the Air National Guard. His last assignment was as the 
Commanding General of the 127th Wing and Selfridge Air National Guard Base. 
Under his leadership, the men and women of the base earned numerous accolades 
including awards for being the top Air National Guard Wing in the country, the top 
fighter aircraft organization, the most efficient aerial tanker Wing in the Air Force, 
and only the third Air National Guard Wing in history to receive the Meritorious Unit 
Award for “outstanding devotion and exceptional performance.” He is well known for 
his leadership style which has been branded as “violent positivity”. Prior to coming to 
Michigan in 2014, he was the Air National Guard Inspector General in Washington DC. 

He is known in Southeast Michigan for expanding partnerships and leading pioneering 
projects that unite coalitions locally and nationally. He is the recipient of DTE’s 2019 
Environmental Steward of the Year Award, Macomb County’s 2018 Economic Partner 
of the Year, and was inducted into the Macomb County Hall of Fame in 2017. Odie is a 
world-renowned educator and acclaimed motivational speaker having delivered more 
than 750 presentations or keynote addresses to over 150,000 attendees. 

Odie is a career fighter pilot with more than 4,100 hours flying F-4, F-16, and A-10 
aircraft — the top 1% of experienced fighter pilots in the Air Force. As an instructor 
pilot, he has personally authored more than 250 lessons, textbooks, and professional 
publications. He served as the Air National Guard Director of Safety, where he is 
credited with leading the four safest years in the organization’s history. He created 
and championed several proposals including an innovative program that addressed 
human error in aircraft maintenance. As a result  the U.S. Air Force realized a 76% 
decrease in preventable mishaps, saving lives as well as more than $78 million. 
He championed nation-wide programs for suicide prevention, fatigue management, 
driving safety, midair collision avoidance, and flight safety. He is also a trained and 
experienced aircraft mishap investigator. As a result of his safety innovations and 
results, Odie was inducted into the Air Force Safety Hall of Fame in 2013.

Odie is active in the community as a consultant and as a volunteer veteran advocate. 
In 2024, he published a book entitled “Violent Positivity” based on his career 
leadership experiences and lessons. Odie is the State President of the Michigan Air 
and Space Forces Association and was recently elected to the organization’s National 
Board of Directors.
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68TH ROTC AWARDS  
BANQUET Committee

Guests of Honor

This evening, the National Defense Industrial Association Michigan Chapter,  

the Sponsoring Organizations and the ROTC Awards Banquet Committee 

recognizes the top ROTC cadets and midshipmen with the highest scholastic  

and military achievement in their respective programs.

This ROTC Awards Banquet honors ROTC cadets and midshipmen  

from the Army, USMC, Navy and Air Force from all universities  

and other institutions of higher education in Michigan  

with ROTC programs including:

Central Michigan University

Eastern Michigan University

Michigan State University

Michigan Technological University

University of Michigan

Western Michigan University

Phil Wills
VES LLC, NDIA Michigan Director, ROTC Awards Banquet Event Chair

Lila Abraham
Media Solutions, Inc., 

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

LTC (RET) Bob Ament
US Army, Millennium Corporation, 

NDIA Michigan Director

Veronica Baginski
NAMC, ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

CPT Steve Balaze
Western Michigan University, US Army

CW4 (R) Chad Brown
Amentum, ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Art Bryant
Mayor of Grosse Pointe Woods,  
ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

COL (RET) Scott Davis
USA, BAE Systems, NDIA Michigan Advisor

COL (RET) Valde Garcia
US Army, NDIA Michigan President

CPT Louis Goldstein
Professor Military Science (PMS)  
University of Michigan, US Army

Lt Col (RET) Steve Graham
USAF, GDLS, ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

LTC Ryan Greening
PMS Central Michigan University, US Army

LTC Catilin Hinterman
PMS Western Michigan University, US Army

Captain Henry Jackowski
University of Michigan, US Air Force

Ellie Karaki
NAMC, ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

LT Kyle Kosinski
University of Michigan, US Navy

Jerry Lane
Great Lakes Systems & Technology LLC, 

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Angie Lommen
NDIA Michigan Treasurer

Deanna Mazzola
DA Civilian, Project Officer, US Army Contracting 

Command - Detroit Arsenal (ACC-DTA),  
NDIA Michigan Director

Anthony Owens
Gideon Defense, ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

LTC Aaron Peters
PMS Eastern Michigan University, US Army

LTC Oroch Sisoura
PMS Michigan State University, US Army
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Color Guard

Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC, Anchor Bay, MI

Invocation
Jason Fuller 

Title/Company???

National Anthem
Mr. Chris Martinez, TACOM

University Cadre

 Lt Col Joshua Arens  
University of Michigan   

US Air Force

TSgt Garrett Bowman  
University of Michigan   

US Air Force

SFC Bobby Capelle 
MISSING INFO    

US Army

LCDR Jack Clark  
University of Michigan  

US Navy

CAPT Michele Day 
University of Michigan  

US Navy

MAJ Nicholas Gatti  
Michigan State University  

US Army

CPT Louis Goldstein
University of Michigan  

US Army

LTC Ryan Greening  
Central Michigan University  

US ARMY

LTC Caitlin Hinterman  
Western Michigan University  

US Army

Capt Henry Jackowski  
University of Michigan   

US Air Force

LT Kyle Kosinski  
University of Michigan  

US Navy

Capt Desirae Morrison  
Michigan State University   

US Air Force

LTC Aaron Peters  
Eastern Michigan University   

US Army

SFC Roger Pogozelski  
University of Michigan   

US Army

TSgt Molly Shepherd 
University of Michigan   

US Air Force

LTC Koky Sisoura  
Michigan State University   

US Army

Ms. Sabree Wilson  
Michigan State University  

MISSING INFO             

PROGRAM
1 8 3 0  –  1 9 0 0 

Welcome & Call to Order 
Veronica Baginski, NAMC  
Mistress of Ceremonies 

Presentation of the Colors 
Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC,  

Anchor Bay, MI 

National Anthem 
Mr. Chris Martinez, TACOM

Invocation
Jason Fuller, Title/Company???

Toasts
All in Attendance 

1 9 0 0  –  1 9 4 5  
Dinner 

Remarks
Valde Garcia,  

President, NDIA Michigan Chapter

Introduction of the Guest Speaker 
Veronica Baginski, NAMC  
Mistress of Ceremonies 

Guest Speaker 
Doug “Odie” Slocum,  

Founder and CEO The Slocum Group LLC 
Retired U.S. Air Force Brigadier General

GROUP PHOTO
All award Recipients  
to Join Odie Slocum  

on Stage for Group Photo

1 9 4 5  –  2 0 0 0 
Break 

2 0 0 0  –  2 1 0 0  
Program 

Presentation  
of Awards

Lt Col Stephen Graham, USAF (Ret):  
Sponsoring Industry Partners

Retirement  
of the Colors 

Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC,  
Anchor Bay, MI 

2 1 0 0  
Conclusion  

of Ceremony 
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The LEONARDO DRS Award:  
Freshman

AWARDED TO THE FRESHMAN CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING 
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

Presenter 
MR. BOB MCNEILL 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Cadet Morgan  
Bellefeuille

Michigan Technological University 
US Army

Cadet Elijah Berthaume
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Cadet Massimo Cugliari
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Ty Dorton
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Eva Fahrenkog
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Guinness Glivar
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Colton Lamaudue
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Jackson Pagan
University of Michigan 

US Marine Corps

Cadet Landon Powell
Western Michigan University 

US Army 

Cadet Sophia Shelton
Michigan State University 

US Army

Toasts

‘‘COL GERHARD SCHRÖTER, USA (RET)

I propose a toast 
to the United States of America.

ALL

To the United States of AmericA
COL VALDE GARCIA, MI-ARNG (RET) 

I propose a toast  
to the  President of the United States.

ALL

To the President
COL SCOTT DAVIS, USA (RET) 

I propose a toast  
to the Armed Forces of the United States

ALL

To the Armed Forces
LT COL STEPHEN GRAHAM, USAF (RET) 

I propose a toast  
to our Veterans of the current and past wars.

ALL

To our Veterans
LTC BOB AMENT (USA RET, VIETNAM INFANTRY PLT LDR) 

Now, in remembrance of our  fallen heroes  
a moment of silence.

ALL

(Moment of Silence) 
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The Amentum Award :  
Junior

AWARDED TO THE JUNIOR CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

Presenter 
CW4 (RET) CHAD BROWN 

MR. JAMES RABB

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

The WASÉYABEK FEDERAL GROUP Award :  
Sophomore

AWARDED TO THE SOPHOMORE CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

Presenters 
MR. MIKE DEVLIN 
MR. PHIL WILLS 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients Recipients 
Midshipman Lily Dalsin

University of Michigan 
US Navy

Cadet Elijah Harris
Michigan Technological University 

US Army 

Cadet Jordan Hoeksema
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Caleb Kneiding
Western Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Madelyn Lloyd
Michigan State University 

US Army

Cadet Jacob Ojala
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Paul Przeslawski
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Liam Reaser
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Cadet Ethan Rick
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Braeden Womack
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Mason Bauer
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Cadet Isabel Dennis
Western Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Benjamin Grady
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Ethen Howay
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Midshipman Angus  
Macchesney

University of Michigan 
US Navy

Cadet Adain Muller
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Vedha Nagaiah
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Isaac Olsen
Michigan Technological University 

US Army

Cadet Annamaria  
Schneider

Michigan State University 
US Air Force 

Cadet Bennett Staneart
Michigan State University 

US Army

F E D E R A L  G R O U P
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The NDIA All Class  
Achievement Award

AWARDED TO THE AIR FORCE CADETS AND NAVY MIDSHIPMEN 
DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, 

ACHIEVEMENT, PROFICIENCY, SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE, AND 
PARTICIPATION IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR COLLEGE ACTIVITIES.

Presenter 
BRIG GEN (RET) ODIE SLOCUM

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

The BAE SYSTEMS Award :  
Senior

AWARDED TO THE SENIOR CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

PresenterS 
COL (RET) SCOTT DAVIS 

MS. ANGIE LOMMEN

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Recipients 

Cadet Amanda Autin
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Caleb Chadwell
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Midshipman Thomas Muha
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Cadet Kysa Schilling
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Yusiff Bashir
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Ezra Crandell
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Jacob Deroacher
Michigan State University 

US Army

Cadet Isaac Hein
Michigan Technological University 

US Army

Cadet Logan Hemstreet
Western Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Eva Holton
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Brandon Ide
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Silas Krajniak
University of Michigan 

US Marine Corps

Cadet Anthony Paul
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Priscilla Pitiak
University of Michigan 

US Air Force
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The BAE SYSTEMS Commander’s 
Excellence Award
AWARDED TO THE RETIRING ROTC GROUP /  

BATTALION COMMANDERS, MAY 2025.

PresenterS 
COL (RET) SCOTT DAVIS 

MS. ANGIE LOMMEN

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

The GDLS Commander’s  
Excellence Award
AWARDED TO THE RETIRING ROTC GROUP/ 

BATTALION COMMANDERS, DECEMBER 2024.

Presenters 
MR. GEOFF NORMAN  

MR. TIM WATERS 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients Recipients 
Cadet Johnathan Brown

Central Michigan University 
US Army

Cadet Emiko Clark
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Cadet Edya Gu
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Justin Mcclellan
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Chase Montour
Michigan State University 

US Army

Midshipman Thomas Muha
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Cadet Caroline Orcutt
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Edward Prescott
Western Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Daniel Staelgraeve
Michigan Technological University 

US Army

Cadet Jonathan Willis
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Preston Carter
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Gillian Draft
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Lily Haghpassand
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Anna Hillman
Western Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Levi Moore
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Cadet Vincent Motowski
Michigan State University 

US Army

Midshipman Ethan Ong
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Cadet Lukas Pfau
Michigan Technological University 

US Army

Cadet Dillon Terpening
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Cadet Taylor Wenten
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force
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GDLS Scientific Leadership  
Excellence Award

AWARDED TO THE OUTSTANDING ARMY ROTC CADETS WHO HAVE 
MAINTAINED EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE, ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, 

DEMONSTRATED INTEGRITY AND LEADERSHIP.

Presenters 
MR. GEOFF NORMAN  

MR. TIM WATERS 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Cadet Katie Eggerding
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Lily Haghpassand
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Alicia Horecki
Michigan State University 

US Army

Cadet Mickey Kohlert
Michigan Technological University 

US Army

Cadet Autumn Lowe
Central Michigan University 

US Army

The Unmanned Systems Award
AWARDED TO CADETS OR MIDSHIPMEN WHO MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO HIS/HER SERVICE IN UNMANNED SYSTEMS THROUGH EITHER  
OPERATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS OR ACADEMIC CLASS WORK.

PresenterS 
MR. BERNARD THEISEN 

MR. GERALD LANE

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
(award winner — plaque and certificate)

Cadet Benjamin Curtis
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Alexander Marczuk
Western Michigan University 

US Air Force

Cadet Brendan Colley 
Michigan State University 

US Army

Cadet Ezra Crandell
 Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force

Cadet Jonathan Li  
University of Michigan 

US Army 

(Certificate)
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The National Defense  
Industrial Association Award

THE OUTSTANDING AIR FORCE CADETS AND NAVY MIDSHIPMEN  
WHO HAVE MAINTAINED EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE, ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT AND DEMONSTRATED INTEGRITY AND LEADERSHIP.

Presenter 
MR. VALDE GARCIA

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Cadet Amanda Austin

Michigan Technological University 
US Air Force

Cadet Caleb Chadwell
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Midshipman Ethan Ong
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Cadet Kysa Schilling
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

The Association  
of the United States  

Army Award
AWARDED TO THE ARMY ROTC CADETS DEMONSTRATING  

THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, ACHIEVEMENT, 
PROFICIENCY, SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE, AND PARTICIPATION  

IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR COLLEGE ACTIVITIES.

Presenter 
LTC (RET) CHUCK COGGER 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Cadet Mazin Adam

Michigan State University 
US Army

Cadet Louis Henika
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Austin Hochstedler
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Cadet Peter Parlagreco
University of Michigan 

US Army

Cadet Marc Uller
Michigan Technological University 

US Army
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The Association  
of the United States Army  

Saber Award
AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED ARMY CADET  

DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, 
SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT, AND INVOLVEMENT  

IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.

Presenter 
LTC (RET) CHUCK COGGER   

COL RYAN HOWELL 

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipient
Cadet Gillian Draft
Central Michigan University 

US Army

The Rear Admiral  
Leon J. Jacobi  

Memorial Saber Award
AWARDED TO GRADUATING MIDSHIPMAN  

WITH THE HIGHEST RECORD OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

PresenterS 
MS. JANINA JACOBS  

MR. RANDALL TROMBLAY 

P R O V I D E D  b y 

Recipient 
Midshipman Ethan Ong

University of Michigan 
US Navy

M a r k  P e t r o f f
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1st Lt George Ham Cannon  
USMC Award

AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
MIDSHIPMAN DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY 

LEADERSHIP, SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT, AND INVOLVEMENT  
IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.

Presenter 
MR. ANTHONY OWENS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipient 
Cadet Alexander Likens

University of Michigan 
US Marine Corps

The General Daniel  
“Chappie” James Jr. Award

AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED AIR FORCE CADET  
IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN DEMONSTRATING THE MOST  

OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT,  
AND INVOLVEMENT IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.

PresenterS 
BRIG GEN (RET) ODIE SLOCUM  
(PRESIDENT, AFA MICHIGAN)

MR. PHIL WILLS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipient 
Cadet Caroline Orcutt

Michigan State University 
US Air Force
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Anchor Bay High School 
AFJROTC,  

Anchor Bay, MI 

C o l o r  G u a r d

AFJROTC CADET  
Owen Morrow

AFJROTC CADET  
Nathan Farley

AFJROTC CADET  
Olivia Piesko

AFJROTC CADET  
Madison Trevorrow

LAURA L. LASKOWSKI,  
Lt Col (Ret.), USAF
Senior Aerospace  
Science Instructor

For more information on the NDIA Michigan Chapter, 
go to www.ndia-mich.org. 

BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN THOSE WHO PROVIDE AND THOSE WHO 
USE THE BEST AND LATEST TECHNOLOGY TO KEEP OUR NATION SAFE.

28 29A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 2 5

ROTC AWARDS BANQUET 2025
       R e c o g n i z i n g  r o t c  c a d e t s  &  m i d s h i p m e n  f r o m  m i c h i g a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s



ROTC AWARDS BANQUET 2025
       R e c o g n i z i n g  r o t c  c a d e t s  &  m i d s h i p m e n  f r o m  m i c h i g a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

Thank you  
for attending  

the 68th  
Annual ROTC 

Awards BanqueT

S av e  t h e  d a t e

ROTC AWARDS BANQUET 
APRIL 11, 2026
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For a downloadable pdf copy  
of this evening’s program: 

scan the QR code or go to:  
or link to come

QR CODE UPDATE T/C

NEED LINK 
FOR PDF


