


PROGRAM
1 8 3 0  –  1 9 0 0 

Welcome & Call to Order 
Anthony Owens, Gideon Defense, LLC 

 Marine Corps Reserve Officer 
Master of Ceremonies

Presentation of the Colors 
Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC,  

Anchor Bay, MI 

National Anthem 
Mr. Chris Martinez, TACOM

Invocation
Chaplain (LTC) Douglas Yates 

Tank-Automotive and Armament Command 
(TACOM), Detroit Arsenal

Toasts
All in Attendance 

1 9 0 0  –  1 9 4 5  
Dinner 

Remarks
Valde Garcia 

President NDIA Michigan Chapter

Introduction of the Guest Speaker 
Anthony Owens, Gideon Defense, LLC 

 Marine Corps Reserve Officer 
Master of Ceremonies

Guest Speaker 
 Brigadier General Scott E. House 

Michigan National Guard 
Deputy Commanding General 

46th Military Police Command, Lansing, MI

GROUP PHOTO
All Award Recipients  

to Join Brigadier General Scott E. House  
on Stage for Group Photo

1 9 4 5  –  2 0 0 0 
Break 

2 0 0 0  –  2 1 0 0  
Program 

Presentation of Awards
 Anthony Owens, Gideon Defense, LLC  

CW4(R) Chad Brown, KBR  
Art Bryant, Mayor of Grosse Pointe Woods 

COL (R) John Hall

Retirement of the Colors 
Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC,  

Anchor Bay, MI 

2 1 0 0  
Conclusion of Ceremony

VIP Afterglow 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Color Guard

Anchor Bay High School AFJROTC, Anchor Bay, MI

Invocation
Chaplain (LTC) Douglas Yates 

Tank-Automotive and Armament Command (TACOM), Detroit Arsenal

National Anthem
Mr. Chris Martinez, TACOM

University Cadre

MAJ Louis Goldstein
APMS University of Michigan, 

Army

LTC Ryan Greening
PMS Central Michigan 

University, Army

LTC Catilin Hinterman
PMS Western Michigan 

University, Army

LTC Aaron Peters
PMS Eastern Michigan 

University, Army

LTC Oroch Sisoura
PMS Michigan State University, 

Army

MAJ Timothy DeWitt
APMS Western Michigan 

University, Army

MAJ Christopher Mace
APMS Central Michigan 

University, Army

MAJ James Maskovyak
PMS University of Michigan, 

Army

LT Joshua Fager
University of Michigan, Navy

Capt Mikayla DeMers
PAS Michigan State University, 

Army

Capt Kyle Wicox
APAS University of Michigan, 

Air Force

MSG Jason Hickman
MSI Ferris State University, 

Army

SFC Bobby Capelle
MSI Western Michigan 

University, Army

SFC Aflfonso Roman
MSI Michigan State University, 

Army

VALDE GARCIA
President,  
NDIA Michigan Chapter

Valde Garcia serves as the Congressional & Industry 
Liaison for the Army’s Capability Program Executive, 
Combat Logistics. Prior to his current duties, Valde was the 
Business Development Manager for KBR (formerly Wyle).  

He served in the Michigan legislature as a State 
Representative for just over two years and then for nearly 
ten years as a State Senator. He is the first Hispanic 
elected to the State House (shared with one other that 
year) as well as the first Hispanic elected to the State 
Senate. As a Senator, he sponsored the legislation  
which created the Michigan Defense Center, now known 
as the Office of Defense and Aerospace Innovation. 
President George W. Bush appointed him to the President’s 

Commission for White House Fellows. In 2010 he retired from the Senate due to  
term limits. 

Valde also served for 30 years in the United States Army, Army Reserves, and the 
Michigan National Guard. He retired in 2012 as a Colonel and as the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Intelligence and Security for the Michigan Army National Guard.

He currently serves as the President of the National Defense Industrial Association – 
Michigan Chapter. He serves on the board of the Michigan Military and Veterans Hall of 
Honor and co-leads the effort to bring the Medal of Honor Convention to Detroit this fall.

He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and History from Cedarville 
University and a Master of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. 

4 5A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6

R e c o g n i z i n g  r o t c  c a d e t s  &  m i d s h i p m e n  f r o m  m i c h i g a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s



GUEST SPEAKER  
Brigadier General Scott E. House
Michigan National Guard, Deputy Commanding General 
46th Military Police Command, Lansing, MI

Brigadier General House serves in the Michigan National 
Guard as Deputy Commanding General of the 46th Military 
Police Command in Lansing, Michigan. The 46th provides 
theater military police support and leads the Command 
and Control of CBRN Response Element–Bravo, tasked to 
respond anywhere in the continental United States within 
96 hours with a 1,500-soldier technical taskforce to counter 
catastrophic homeland attacks.

He enlisted in 1994 and was commissioned in 1997 as an 
Engineer Officer through ROTC, serving since in numerous 
command and staff roles. Notable assignments include 
Commander of the 107th Engineer Battalion, Deputy 
Brigade Commander of the 177th Military Police Brigade, 

Assistant Chief of Staff–G3 Operations for the 46th Military Police Command, Commander 
of the 177th Regiment, and Pentagon service on the staff of the Assistant Secretary of War 
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs.

He deployed twice in support of the Global War on Terrorism: in 2003 as Company 
Commander of the 186th Engineer Detachment (Utility) to Kuwait, supporting Operation 
Iraqi Freedom theater opening operations, and in 2007 as S3 Operations Officer for the 
107th Engineer Battalion (Combat) in Baghdad, conducting route clearance and breaching 
operations against improvised explosive devices, including participation in the Battle of 
Sadr City. He has worked with military partners from Bangladesh, Iraq, Liberia, Latvia, 
Mexico, and Sierra Leone, and supported multiple state active-duty missions responding to 
domestic emergencies, including floods and tornadoes.

His military education includes the Engineer Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, 
Combined Arms and Services Staff School, Command and General Staff College, Military 
Police Officer Transition Course, Joint and Combined Warfighter School–Hybrid, the U.S. 
Army War College, and the Harvard General and Flag Officer Homeland Security Executive 
Seminar. His civilian education includes a B.S. in Civil Engineering, an M.S. in Engineering, 
and a Juris Doctor; he is a licensed professional engineer and a member of the State Bar  
of Michigan.

Anthony Owens
Chief Executive Officer, Gideon Defense, LLC 
Marine Corps Reserve officer

Anthony Owens is the Chief Executive Officer of Gideon 
Defense, LLC and a Marine Corps Reserve officer with 18 
years of service across active duty and reserve service. 
His career reflects a sustained commitment to leadership, 
service, and the national defense mission.

Anthony began his military career as an enlisted Marine 
in the infantry before later earning his commission as 
an officer and transitioning into the logistics field. His 
experience across both enlisted and officer ranks has 
shaped his approach to leadership and given him a deep 
respect for discipline, accountability, and mentorship. 
Over the course of his service, he has held roles in both 

operational and leadership assignments and continues to serve in the Marine Corps 
Reserve. He is currently assigned to the Office of Naval Research, where he leads 
experimentation and innovation efforts.

In his civilian role, Anthony serves as Chief Executive Officer of Gideon Defense, LLC, where 
he supports government and defense missions and works across the broader defense 
community. His work has focused on mission support, partnership building, and support to 
national security efforts.

Anthony also serves on the Board of Directors for the Women in Defense Michigan 
Chapter as Director of Sponsorships, where he supports programs and events focused on 
leadership, professional development, and service across the defense community.

He is honored to serve as Master of Ceremonies for this year’s ROTC Banquet and to help 
recognize the cadets and midshipmen whose commitment to leadership, character, and 
service reflects the future of our Armed Forces.
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Event sponsors

AWARD sponsors

Table sponsors

contributing sponsors

Jewish War Veterans

N av y  L e a g u e  
D e t r o i t  &  
M a r k  P e t r o f f

Scholarship: See Page 31
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69TH ROTC AWARDS  
BANQUET Committee

Guests of Honor

This evening, the National Defense Industrial Association Michigan Chapter,  

the Sponsoring Organizations and the ROTC Awards Banquet Committee 

recognizes the top ROTC cadets and midshipmen with the highest scholastic  

and military achievement in their respective programs.

This ROTC Awards Banquet honors ROTC cadets and midshipmen  

from the Army, USMC, Navy and Air Force from all universities  

and other institutions of higher education in Michigan  

with ROTC programs including:

Central Michigan University

Ferris State University

Eastern Michigan University

Michigan State University

Michigan Technological University

University of Michigan

Western Michigan University

COL(R) Scott Davis
NDIA Michigan Vice President, ROTC Awards Banquet Event Chair

Lila Abraham
Media Solutions, Inc., 

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

LTC(R) Bob Ament
US Army, Millennium Corporation, 

NDIA Michigan Director

CW4(R) Chad Brown
KBR,  

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Art Bryant 
Mayor of Grosse Pointe Woods, 
ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

COL(R) Valde Garcia
US Army, NDIA Michigan President

MAJ Louis Goldstein
APMS University of Michigan, Army

COL(R) John Hall
NDIA Director,  

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Jerry Lane
Great Lakes Systems & Technology LLC, 

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Angie Lommen
NDIA Michigan Treasurer

Deanna Mazzola 
DA Civilian, Project Officer, US Army Contracting 

Command - Detroit Arsenal (ACC-DTA),  
NDIA Michigan Director

Anthony Owens
Gideon Defense,  

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor

Luke Wood
Persistent Systems,  

ROTC Awards Banquet Advisor
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THE DETROIT DEFENSE AWARD: 
FRESHMAN

AWARDED TO THE FRESHMAN CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING 
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

PresenterS 
JOSHUA TAGGERT 
ANTHONY LYONS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
CASSANDRA BESTE
University of Michigan 

US Army

AJ BRIEGER
Central Michigan University 

US Army

Melody Cheuk
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Lucille DEGROOT
Michigan State University 

US Army

Taylor L. Hart
Western Michigan University 

US Army

AMIT KAMATH
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

CAMDEN MCLEOD
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

REAGAN NICKERSON
University of Michigan 

US US Navy

PIPER ROOME
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

Toasts

‘‘COL JOHN HALL, USA (RET)

I propose a toast 
to the United States of America.

ALL

To the United States of AmericA
COL VALDE GARCIA, MI-ARNG (RET) 

I propose a toast  
to the  President of the United States.

ALL

To the President
COL SCOTT DAVIS, USA (RET) 

I propose a toast
to the Armed Forces of the United States

ALL

To the Armed Forces
CW4(R) CHAD BROWN, USA (RET)

I propose a toast  
to our Veterans of the current and past wars.

ALL

To our Veterans
LTC BOB AMENT (USA RET, VIETNAM ARMOR PLT LDR) 

Now, in remembrance of our  fallen heroes  
a moment of silence.

ALL

(Moment of Silence) 
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THE SAPA TRANSMISSION AWARD: 
Junior

AWARDED TO THE JUNIOR CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

PresenterS 
MG(R) DARREN WERNER 

COL(R) RYAN HOWELL

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

The Munro Defense Award:  
Sophomore

AWARDED TO THE SOPHOMORE CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Presenter 
DAVID FOREMAN, PRESIDENT

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients Recipients 
REAGAN AYLOR

University of Michigan 
US Army

MASON BAUER
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

ANTHONY CICHOWSKI
Central Michigan University 

US Army

GABRIEL GEHA
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

BENJAMIN GRADY
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

DJIVEDE HOUIMBO
Western Michigan University 

US Army

EMERSON LAGROU
Michigan State University 

US Army

CLARISSA MERKEL
University of Michigan 

US Navy

NATHANIEL SECREST
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

GABE CALIO
Michigan State University 

US Army

TREVOR CHACON
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Ty Dorton
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

Eva Fahrenkrog
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

TODD FLETCHER
University of Michigan 

US Army

Mitchell R. Gagnon
Western Michigan University 

US Army

MICHAEL HURST III
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

AVERY LUPISELLA
Central Michigan University 

US Army

ROBERT SCHOOLING
University of Michigan 

US Air Force
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The NDIA All Class  
Achievement Award

AWARDED TO THE AIR FORCE CADETS AND NAVY MIDSHIPMEN 
DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, 

ACHIEVEMENT, PROFICIENCY, SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE, AND 
PARTICIPATION IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR COLLEGE ACTIVITIES

PresenterS 
COL(R) SCOTT DAVIS 
COL(R) JOHN HALL

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

THE LEONARDO DRS AWARD:  
Senior

AWARDED TO THE SENIOR CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN DEMONSTRATING  
THE MOST OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

PresenterS 
 ROBERT MCNEIL 

LTC(R) ANDY CONTRERAS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
Recipients 

LOUIS HENIKA
Central Michigan University 

US Army

MADELYN Lloyd
Michigan State University 

US Army

W. Jacob Ojala
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

JOSE M. Orantes
Western Michigan University 

US Army

PAUL PRZESLAWSKI
University of Michigan 

US Army

LIAM REASER
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

ANNA RICHMOND
University of Michigan 

US Navy

ETHAN RICK
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

BRAEDEN WOMACK
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Joshua Hornkohl
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Liam Reaser
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

Austin Smith
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Kaitlynn Zimmerman
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force
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The BAE SYSTEMS Commander’s 
Excellence Award
AWARDED TO THE RETIRING ROTC GROUP /  

BATTALION COMMANDERS, MAY 2026

PresenterS 
LTC(R) MICHAEL ZAHURANIC

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

The KBR Commander’s  
Excellence Award
AWARDED TO THE RETIRING ROTC GROUP/ 
BATTALION COMMANDERS, DECEMBER 2025

Presenters 
COL(R) JOHN HALL 

CW4(R) CHAD BROWN

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients Recipients 
TRAVIS CRIGGER

Michigan Technological 
University 

US Air Force

YURI DIDOSZAK
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

DEREK ELLIS
Michigan State University 

US Army

ABBIE HAUPT
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

SYDNEY HENSIEN
University of Michigan 

US Navy

Caleb M. Kneiding
Western Michigan University 

US Army

IAN MCDONALD
Central Michigan University 

US Army

SAM ROBERTS
University of Michigan 

US Army

OLIVIA SLOAN
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

PRINCE AKPA
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

SEAN J. BOYD
Western Michigan University 

US Army

BENJAMIN DEGUIRE
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

IAN DICKINSON
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

JORDAN HOEKSEMA
Central Michigan University 

US Army

JOSIE LAUTENSCHLEGER
University of Michigan 

US Navy

W. Jacob Ojala
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

JACOB RATHBUN
Michigan State University 

US Army

SAM ROBERTS
University of Michigan 

US Army
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GDLS Scientific Leadership  
Excellence Award

AWARDED TO THE OUTSTANDING ARMY ROTC CADETS WHO HAVE 
MAINTAINED EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE, ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, 

DEMONSTRATED INTEGRITY AND LEADERSHIP

Presenters 
LTG(R) JIM PASQUARETTE 
BG(R) GEOFFREY NORMAN

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
JAMES ANDREE

Central Michigan University 
US Army

RANI DHIMAN
Michigan State University 

US Army

Aidan Muller
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

Unmanned Systems Award  
by the AUVSI-GLC

AWARDED TO CADETS OR MIDSHIPMEN WHO MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO HIS/HER SERVICE IN UNMANNED SYSTEMS THROUGH EITHER  

OPERATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS OR ACADEMIC CLASS WORK

PresenterS 
BERNARD THEISEN 

JERRY LANE

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

AWARD RECIPIENT

NOMINATed

BENJAMIN GRADY
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

DAVID JUERGENS
Michigan State University 

US Army

BENJAMIN MEEKHOFF
Central Michigan University 

US Army

ELLA NAIR
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

ELIJAH BERTHAUME
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

20 21A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6

R e c o g n i z i n g  r o t c  c a d e t s  &  m i d s h i p m e n  f r o m  m i c h i g a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s



The National Defense  
Industrial Association Award

THE OUTSTANDING AIR FORCE CADETS AND NAVY MIDSHIPMEN  
WHO HAVE MAINTAINED EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE, ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT AND DEMONSTRATED INTEGRITY AND LEADERSHIP

PresenterS 
COL(R) VALDE GARCIA 

ANGIE LOMMEN

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 

The Association  
of the United States  

Army Award
AWARDED TO THE ARMY ROTC CADETS DEMONSTRATING  

THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, ACHIEVEMENT, 
PROFICIENCY, SCHOLASTIC EXCELLENCE, AND PARTICIPATION  

IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR COLLEGE ACTIVITIES

PresenterS 
LTC(R) CHUCK COGGER 
CSM KOFIE B. PRIMUS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Recipients 
JACKSON ADAMS

Eastern Michigan University 
US Army

KEIGHAN DALY
Central Michigan University 

US Army

JORDeN LAWRY
Michigan State University 

US Army

AUSTIN R. MONTGOMERY
Western Michigan University 

US Army

SAM ROBERTS
University of Michigan 

US Army

AMANDA AUSTIN
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

TAMSIN BOYD
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

VIVIENNE FOREMAN
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

Lily Dalsin
University of Michigan 

US Navy
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The Association  
of the United States Army  

Saber Award
AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED ARMY CADET  

DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, 
SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT, AND INVOLVEMENT  

IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Presenter 
LTC(R) CHUCK COGGER 

CSM PRIMUS

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

Award Recipient

The Rear Admiral  
Leon J. Jacobi  

Memorial SWORD Award
AWARDED TO GRADUATING MIDSHIPMEN  

WITH THE HIGHEST RECORD OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

PresenterS 
JANINA JACOBS, CDR (R)  

CDR (R) JIM SEMERAD  
RANDALL TROMBLAY 

P R O V I D E D  b y 

AWARD Recipient 
ANNA RICHMOND

University of Michigan 
US Navy

NOMINATED

KADEN MAYNARD
Eastern Michigan University 

US Army

SAM ROBERTS
University of Michigan 

US Army

George Vlahos 
Michigan State University 

US Army

JORDAN HOEKSEMA
Central Michigan University 

US Army

N av y  L e a g u e  
D e t r o i t  &  
M a r k  P e t r o f f
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COLONEL RUSSELL PAQUETTE 
SWORD Award

AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
MIDSHIPMAN DEMONSTRATING THE MOST OUTSTANDING MILITARY 

LEADERSHIP, SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT  
IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

DONATED BY

Luke Wood

AWARD Recipient 
JACK SMITH

University of Michigan 
US Marine

The General Daniel  
“Chappie” James Jr. SWORD Award

AWARDED TO THE DISTINGUISHED AIR FORCE CADET  
IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN DEMONSTRATING THE MOST  

OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP, SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT,  
AND INVOLVEMENT IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

PresenterS 
BG(R) DOUGLAS "ODIE" SLOCUM

s p o n s o r e d  b y 

AWARD Recipient 

NOMINATED

BENJAMIN DEGUIRE
University of Michigan 

US Air Force

ELLA NAIR
Michigan State University 

US Air Force

W. JACOB OJALA
Michigan Technological 

University 
US Air Force

W. Jacob Ojala 
Michigan Technological University 

US Air Force
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Anchor Bay High School 
AFJROTC,  

Anchor Bay, MI 

C o l o r  G u a r d

C/SMSgt  
Brett Brisson

C/2nd Lt.  
Derrick Hosking

C/CMSgt  
Nathan Ramshaw

C/2nd Lt.  
Alivia Fink

SERJEY FICELI,  
MSgt (Ret.), USAF

 Aerospace Science Instructor 
MI-931 Air Force JROTC 
Anchor Bay High School

For more information on the NDIA Michigan Chapter, 
go to www.ndia-mich.org. 

BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN THOSE WHO PROVIDE AND THOSE WHO 
USE THE BEST AND LATEST TECHNOLOGY TO KEEP OUR NATION SAFE.
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Thank you  
for attending  

the 69th  
Annual ROTC 

Awards BanqueT

S av e  t h e  d a t e

ROTC AWARDS BANQUET 
APRIL 10, 2027
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NOTES

For more information or to apply for a  

competitive grant 
go to: 

www.jwv-mi-kayefoundation.org  
30 A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6

R e c o g n i z i n g  r o t c  c a d e t s  &  m i d s h i p m e n  f r o m  m i c h i g a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s
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For a downloadable pdf copy  
of this evening’s program: 

scan the QR code or go to:  
ndia-mich.org/event/michigan-rotc-awards-banquet/


